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PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 INRE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 OES-07 DLOS-09 L-03 /088 W 
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0 271606Z MAY 77 

FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6924 

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY VALLETTA IMMEDIATE 

CINCUSNAVEUR 

COMSIXTHFLT IMMEDIATE 

EUCOM 

SECDEF WASHDC 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRET TUNIS 3758 

CINCUSNAVEUR; COMSIXTHFLT, EUCOM, USDOCOSOUTH ALSO FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 (IMPDET) 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, ENRG, TS, LY, IT 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN/LIBYAN CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE: 

TUNISIAN PRIME MINISTER REQUESTS ADVICE 

REF: A. TUNIS 3727, B. VALLETTA 0604 

1 . TUNISIAN PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA CALLED ME AT LUNCHTIME 
THIS AFTERNOON TO REPORT THAT TUNISIAN NAVY HAD SIGHTED 
'".W. BATES" AT OPERATIONS SITE APPROXIMATELY FIVE MILES 
FROM SCARAB EO IV SITE. DRILLING SHIP WAS ACCOMPANIED 

BY TWO LIBYAN NAVY SURFACE CRAFT AND ONE SUBMARINE. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 03758 271628Z 

1 ASKED WHAT DIRECTION FROM SCARABEO IV SITE "J.W. BATES” 

WAS LOCATED. PRIME MINISTER UNAWARE OF DIRECTION. 

2. I ASKED PRIME MINISTER WHETHER TUNISIAN NAVY FLAGSHIP 
"PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA” WAS IN REGION SITE. HE 
CONFIRMED THAT IT WAS. 
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3. PRIME MINISTER, SOUNDING QUITE UPSET, SAID THAT HE 
FELT THIS CONSTITUTED "DELIBERATE AGGRESSION" BY 
LIBYAN GOVERNMENT IN TUNISIAN TERRIROTY AND THAT 
TUNISIA WOULD HAVE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES. HE 
HAD ALMOST REACHED CONCLUSION, HE SAID, THAT TIME HAD 
COME TO PRESENT MATTER TO U.S. SECURITY COUNCIL, "DESPITE 
ITS UNFAVORABLE COMPOSITION". HE ASKED WHAT COURSE 

OF ACTION I WOULD ADVISE HIM TO TAKE UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES. 
I TOLD NOUIRA THAT UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES SO GRAVE I 
WOULD BE RELUCTANT TO ADVISE HIM WITHOUT CONSULTING 
MY SUPERIORS IN WASHINGTON. THIS I PROMISED TO DO 
RIGHT AWAY AND BE IN CONTACT WITH HIM AS SOON AS I 
HAD HEARD FROM DEPARTMENT. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: I PRESUME DEPARTMENT WILL NOT 
HAVE CHANGED ITS PRIOR POSITION THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT 
INSCRIPTIN OF THIS DISPUTE ON SECURITY COUNCIL AGENDA. 

I WOULD APPRECIAOE EARLIEST CONFIRMATION THAT THIS 
REMAINS OUR POSITION. I WOULD ALSO VALUE ANY ADDITIONAL 
ADVICE OR COMMENT DEPARTMENT WISHES ME TO PASS TO 
PRIME MINISTER. 

MULCAHY 


SECRET 


NNN 
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